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Procedures for Clearing Shipments of Nursery Stock Other Than Flower Bulbs
or Seed
This job aid is to enable Customs and Border Protection Officers to

clear small shipments (12 or fewer total articles) of generally
admissible nursery stock.

Nursery stock other than flower bulbs and seed includes plants for planting and
propagative structures such as air-layers, buds and budwood, divisions, leaf
and stem cuttings (rooted and unrooted) grafts, layers, scions, shrubs, trees,
and vines.

Important

Step 1—Look to see whether there is a Green and Yellow or Red and
White mailing label attached to the package or container. These labels
direct the package to an APHIS-PPQ, Plant Inspection Station where
the material will be inspected.

TABLE 1: Expediting Packages with Green and Yellow or Red and White Mailing
Labels

If there is: And: Then:

A Green and Yellow (PPQ Form
508) or Red and White (PPQ
Form 599) mailing label
attached?

Only a green and yellow
or red and white mailing
label is attached (one
address per package)

ALLOW the package to
proceed to the Plant
Inspection Station identified
on the label

CONTACT the nearest Plant
Inspection Station for
directions on how to proceed

USE the Canadian Border
Agricultural Clearance Manual

CONTINUE to Step 2

There is an additional
mailing label?

No green and yellow nor red and
white mailing label attached

Origin is Canada

Origin is not Canada

1 For more information on these forms, go to the Manual for Agricultural Clearance.

2 If this is an expedited courier package, the address for delivery must be the same as the PPQ
label. Otherwise, prohibit entry.

ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH

ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALT!
PLANT PROTECTION AND

PLANT PROTECTION AN

230-59 International Airport Cen
Jamaica, NY 11413

Atlanta Perishables Bldg.
1270 Woolman Place

37-1234

PPQ FORM 508 (JUN 2004) PERMIT NO.

PPQ FORM 599 (APR 2004)

Atlanta, GA 30354

PERMIT NO.

FIGURE 1: Green and Yellow and Red and White Mailing Labels
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Step 2—Use the Summary of Nursery Stock Restrictions to determine
whether the article is admissible and any conditions of entry:

TABLE 2: Screening the Shipment Using the Summary of Nursery Stock Restrictions

If the plant And there

is: And: And: are: Then:

Prohibited® | Is accompanied 1. SECURE the package
by a 2. REFER the plant or plant
Departmental - part and documents to a
Permit or PPQ Plant Inspection Station
Form 526 (Plant
Pest Permit)

Lacks a permit . PROHIBIT ENTRY?

Admissible | Is accompanied | Is postentry — 1. COLLECT the accompanying
by a - original phytosanitary
phytosanitary Requires _— certificate and/or other
certificate treatment certification

Has special 2. REFER the plant or plant
certification part and those documents
requiremen | —— to a Plant Inspection Station
ts (7 CFR
319.37-5)
Is CITES or 1. COLLECT the accompanying
ESA original phytosanitary
certificate, APHIS PPQ
Permit, and/or other
— accompanying documents
2. REFER the plant or plant
part and those documents
to a Plant Inspection Station
Is unlisted 12 or CONTINUE to Step 3
in the “List fewer
of articles
Regulateq 13 or 1. COLLECT the accompanying
Propa.ga"(ylve more original phytosanitary
Material” or | 4 tigles certificate, APHIS Permit,
meets none and/or other documentation
Of.the 2. REFER the plant or plant
criteria
. D part and those documents
identified in . .
to a Plant Inspection Station
the cells
above
Lacks a PROHIBIT ENTRY?
phytosanitary =
certificate

1 Make sure that you check out the plant family too. For example, all plants belonging to the

following families are prohibited:

€ Fabaceae, herbaceous genera only (bean and pea family)

€ Poaceae (grass family)

4 Rutaceae (citrus and citrus relatives family)

2 If appropriate, issue a PPQ Form 523, Emergency Action Notification.
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Step 3—Examine the plant or plant part(s). Look for pests and
symptoms of disease. See whether the article is rooted or unrooted.
Observe whether the plant or plant part is established in soil or other
growing media. Then, use this table:

TABLE 3: Taking Action Based upon Inspection

If the plant or And from a

plant part is: | And: country: And: And: Then:
Established in PROHIBIT ENTRY
soil or with soil =

adhering

Established in With required | Free from 1. INSPECT and
growing media certification? | pests and RELEASE
other than soil disease 2. RECORD your

or with growing
media other
than soil
adhering

results on the
AQAS web site

Affected with
pests or
disease

1.

PREPARE and
SUBMIT the
intercepted pest
or disease
sample for
identification

. REFER to the

appropriate area
identifier

. HOLD the

shipment
pending
identification

Lacks required
certification

PROHIBIT ENTRY?

Not
established in
growing media
nor is there
soil or growing
media
adhering

CONTINUE to
Table 4

1 Accompanied by a phytosanitary certificate of inspection endorsed by a Plant Protection and
Quarantine inspector in the country of origin declaring that the conditions of 7CFR 319.37-8 (e)
have been met.

2 If appropriate, issue a PPQ Form 523, Emergency Action Notification.
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TABLE 4: Taking Action Based upon Inspection of the Plant or Plant Part(s) Free
from Growing Media

If the plant or
plant part is:

And from a
country:

And:

And:

Then:

Rooted

Affected with
potato cyst
nematodes?

With required
certification?

Free from pests
and disease

CONTINUE to Table 5

Affected with
pests or disease

1. PREPARE and
SUBMIT the
intercepted pest or
disease sample for
identification

2. REFER to the
appropriate area
identifier

3. HOLD the shipment

pending
identification
Lacks required PROHIBIT ENTRY?
certification >
Free from potato Free from pests | CONTINUE to Table 5
cyst nematodes! | ———— | and disease
Affected with 1. PREPARE and
—— P pests or disease  SUBMIT the

Unrooted
(cutting)

-

Affected with
pests or disease

Free from pests
and disease

intercepted pest or
disease sample for
identification

2. REFER to the
appropriate area
identifier

3. HOLD the shipment
pending
identification

CONTINUE to Table 6

1 Countries affected with the potato cyst nematodes (including the golden nematode) are as
follows: Algeria, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Azores, Belarus, Bolivia,
Bulgaria, Canada [specifically Newfoundland & Labrador, Quebec, or that portion of the
Municipality of Central Saanich on Vancouver Island in the Province of British Columbia east of
the West Saanich Road] Channel Islands, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Crete, Cyprus,
Czechoslovakia, Denmark (including Faeroe Islands), Ecuador, Egypt, Estonia, Germany, Finland,
France, Georgia, Great Britain, Greece, Guernsey, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Ireland,
Italy, Japan, Jersey, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lebanon, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Malta, Mexico, Moldova, Morocco, New Zealand, Northern Ireland, Norway, Pakistan, Panama,
Peru, the Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Spain (including Canary Islands), Russia, Sweden,
Switzerland, Tajikistan, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, and Yugoslavia

2 Accompanied by an additional declaration on the photosanitary certificate that states that such
article was grown on land that has been sampled and microscopically inspected by the plant
protection organization of the country in which grown within 12 months preceding issuance of
the certificate and found free from potato cyst nematodes, Globodera rostochiensis (Woll.)
Behrens and G. pallida (Stone) Behrens

3 If a commercial shipment, consider issuing a PPQ Form 523, Emergency Action Notification.
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Step 4—Decide whether the plant or plant part(s) is within prescribed
size and age limits.

Older plants have had more time to acquire and effectively multiply
the various pests occurring in their environment. This is why we have
age limitations and prohibit older nursery stock. Use the following
table to apply size or age limitations:

TABLE 5: Determining Whether A Plant or Root Clump Is Within Acceptable Limits

If the plant type is: And grown from: And: Then:

Azaleas, barberry?, Seed 3 years old or younger RELEASE
boxwood, More than 3 years old PROHIBIT ENTRY?
rhododendrons, or

any other slow A layer 12 inches or shorter from RELEASE

growing plants?

Bonsai*

the soil line

More than 12 inches from
the soil line

With required certification®
or with an APHIS, PPQ
issued permit for bonsai

PROHIBIT ENTRY?

| RELEASE

Lacking either the
certification or permit
identified in the cell above

PROHIBIT ENTRY?

A naturally dwarfed
one

' A palm

12 inches or shorter from
the soil line

RELEASE

|

More than 12 inches from
the soil line

The stem plus the leaves
is 36 inches or less

PROHIBIT ENTRY?

| RELEASE

The stem plus the leaves
is more than 36 inches

PROHIBIT ENTRY?

perennials devoid of
leaves

' A cutting

More than 4 inches in
diameter

-

A woody® tree or Abud, a cutting, a | 2 years old or younger RELEASE
shrub graft, or a seed More than 2 years old PROHIBIT ENTRY?
A layer 1 year old or younger RELEASE
More than one year old PROHIBIT ENTRY3
A plant that 18 inches or shorter from RELEASE
simulates the habits the soil line to the farthest
of a woody plant’ > growing point
More than 18 inches from | PROHIBIT ENTRY®
the soil line to the farthest
growing point
Root crown or root 4 inches or less in RELEASE
clump (dormant diameter
herbaceous _—

PROHIBIT ENTRY?

| CONTINUE to
Table 6

1 Prohibited if not a resistant variety or a resistant variety moving to an eradication State
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2 Ingeneral, shrubs are slow growing (in contrast to trees). If you have doubt about whether a plant
is slow growing, refer to the nearest Plant Inspection Station.

If a commercial shipment, consider issuing a PPQ Form 523, Emergency Action Notification.
An artificially dwarfed, ornamentally shaped tree or shrub that exceeds two years of growth.
Certification that the bonsai meet the requirements of 7CFR 319.37-5(q)

A plant having hard lignified tissues or woody parts especially stems.

N o o b~ W

Monocots which don’t produce true wood (for example, palms, grass-trees, bamboo, pandanes,
and yuccas) but which grow as trees

TABLE 6: Determining Whether A Cutting Is Within Acceptable Limits

If the plant type is: And a: And the cutting is: Then:

Epiphytict 6 feet long or RELEASE
shorter and 4 inches
or less in diameter

Longer than 6 feetor | PROHIBIT ENTRY?
more than 4 inches
in diameter

Non-epiphytic Cactus 4 feet long or RELEASE
shorter and 6 inches
or less in diameter

Longer than 4 feetor | PROHIBIT ENTRY?
more than 6 inches
in diameter

Other than a cactus | 6 feet long or RELEASE
shorter and 4 inches
or less in diameter

Longer than 6 feetor | PROHIBIT ENTRY?
more than 4 inches
in diameter

1 A plant that instead of growing in soil usually grows on another plant and derives moisture and
nutrients from the air and rain. Epiphytes include air plants, most bromeliads, most orchids, and
some succulents

2 If a commercial shipment, consider issuing a PPQ Form 523, Emergency Action Notification.
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